
OLIVE HARVESTING IN ISRAEL 

Still done the ancient way by many--shaking the branches or using a pole to shake them--the olives falling on a tarp, where they are gathered, the seeds pressed, and the olives cured…

Israeli olives are harvested from October thought November … the olives harvested in the south, and around Jerusalem earlier—October—while the fields in north Israel are harvested more into November and December. When I was in Itamar in 2008, I saw that the olive trees were thick with olives in later October. Itamar, the largest settlement, is 3,000’ high, and looks onto Mt. Gerizim and Mount Ebal, with Sheckem in the valley between the two mountains. 

On November 2, 2010, as I was on the bus coming from Akko to Karmi’el, I saw olive harvesting using poles and a tarp. The hills and valleys were covered with olive trees.  

I am reminded of Isaiah 17, and so many other Scriptures, that the time of judgment (ha Din) on Israel, on America, and on the nations, is between Elul 

(grape harvest/August-September), and the end of the olive harvest--which often goes past Heshvan and into Kislev. [Refer to the study: FROM THE GRAPE HARVEST -- AUGUST TO THE END OF THE OLIVE HARVEST in DECEMBER -

The time frame of Yahuweh’s judgment on Israel and America, and on the world – Elul 1 through Heshvan
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As Isaiah 17 says: The olives on the higher branches, and some on the lower ones, are left for the poor to gather. As I was recently in the City of David, I looked up and saw the black olives on the tops of the trees, and a few on the lower branches as Isaiah 17 tells us, verses 5-6, 9, and 11. The planting is done, the harvest awaits, but Jeremiah 8:20 is the result.  
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harvesting in the Garden of Gethsemane – the garden of the olive press, looking from the Eastern Gate across the north end of the Kidron Valley—noted in Joel 3 as “the valley of Jerhoshaphat”, towards the top of the Mt. of Olives, showing “the Church of all Nations”, and to the left in the picture

the Garden of Gethsemane, which has trees over 2,000 years old in its small enclosure.
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There are lovely black olives on the trees in East Jerusalem, Mt. of Olives, but olives on some trees in the Garden of Gethsemane are both black and green, growing together on the same tree. 
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The black olives on a tree on the Mt. of Olives
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Hand picking…
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Olive oil is symbolic of the Spirit of Abba Yahuweh. He is the anointing oil … and this anointing, His Presence, is within those who are born of the Spirit, filled with the Spirit, living in the Spirit, walking in the Spirit, led by the Spirit, and taught by the Spirit. I John 2:27 says we need no man to teach us, for the anointing that is in us teaches us. This “anointing” is the Person of Yahuweh.  He is the teacher. 

In Israel the harvests are used to mark time, not just festivals, but timing to do with the whole plan of Yahuweh for His people. Messiah Yahushua comes in the midst of the fall harvest of the five species—on Tishre 1. His Kingdom is set up at Sukkot—which pictures the 7th millennium, just as the weekly Shabbat does.

Psalm 133: Olive oil is also symbolic of the blessings of dwelling together in His love. 
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